% Kalamazoo Rotary News -
Monday, September 25 & October 2, 2006 Edited by Amy Remmert

Upcoming Programs:

October 9, 2006 Rethinking Democracy and Peace-Building
Presented by: Howard Wolpe oddrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars
Introduced by: Marv Ludwig

PLEASE NOTE: MEETING WILL BE HELD

AT THE FETZER CENTER AT WMU

Street Gangs & Street Kids

Presented by: Rotarian Gordon McLean, “Rotary One” in Chicago
Introduced by: &n Pellowe

October 16, 2006

Annual Club Visit
Presented by: District Governor Jay Larson, Rotary District 6360
Introduced by: Dew Elliott

October 23, 2006

Rotary Monday, September 25, 2006:

Meeting was called to order by past president Tim Brown, who was the substitute for the substitute who
was substituting for Drew Elliott. Rotarian Jean Forrest gave the invocation. Richard Piet read the news
and highlighted the Chaney visit and the Tigers big news.

Visiting Rotarians:

Visiting Rotarians: Table Hosts were Amy Remmert, Jim Escamilla and Greg McLogan

Katrina Schurer and Bruce Justin from Sunrise, Shirley Kishpaugh from Parchment, Dorilee Schieble from
Portage.

Guests:

Jennifer Lang brought guest from New Zealand, Devon Diggle and from the State Department, Rob
Stewart as well as interpreter, Gayane Gavin. Pam Kingery brought Dr. Rochelle Rogers. Nancy Owen
brought Donald Allen Jr. Danielle Petros, Nichole Cekola, Steve Gorsalitz, Connie Laine, Jilisa Grooters
Williams and Michael Girgely. Tim Brown brought Joe Taylor. Robert Jones brought Tim Terrentine.

Songs:
Songs included the Michigan Fight Song.

Announcements:

Club member Kennedy Fillar is looking for old golf clubs that may be sitting in the basement and no
longer of use to our members. Kalamazoo Central has started up a golf team and is need of clubs for their
kids. Think of donating. It’s going to a good cause and will help clean up your basement.

Please visit the website and fill out the survey about the newsletter. Web address is
www.kalamazoorotary.org Don Gilmer was featured as the Centerfold of Encore. Swashbuckler Don
will pay for that one. Al Heilman was a headliner in the business section of the Gazette. Casa Amparo
trips are scheduled for January and March. Contact Dan Hartlieb if you’re interested in going on a
working vacation to the CASA.

Program:
Jose Santamaria Introduced Judge William Schma and Tom Edmonds before showing a video on the

New Day Recovery program for drug treatment.

Judge Schma began his presentation by emphasizing that our community is doing business in a new way.
The criminal justice system can not afford to do business as usual. With jail overcrowding, we can no
longer look at jail time as the only way to address substance abuse problems. Statistics show that there is
a significant correlation between substance abuse and other criminal activity. The numbers increase when
you add in mental illness.

Judges become the primary contact for individuals who could benefit from treatment programs, hence the
Drug Court program becomes a way to provide social order in a humane and common sense way. Costs
for this program provide significant savings. Incarceration can cost from $18,000 to $30,000 annually per
inmate, while treatment could cost as little as $3,000 per year per person. Nothing substitutes for
restorative justice and returning people to useful and productive lives.

Tom Edmonds, former Sheriff of Kalamazoo County, was skeptical about a “Hug a Thug” program (as he
called it initially). But the proof is in the pudding and he has changed his attitude about it. We need to
continue to support programs like this in order to move toward a healthier community. The Drug
Treatment Court Foundation is providing some of the financial support to keep programs like
Kalamazoo’s.

Judge Schma is considering retirement soon but will stay involved in some form. Tom Edmonds, although
retired from the County, is continuing to work in the criminal justice area. He is teaching at Western
Michigan University where his expertise will be passed along to the up and coming leaders of tomorrow.

Rotary Monday, October 2, 2006:

PRESIDENT DREW ELLIOTT called the meeting to order. Steven Koehler, provided the invocation and
asked for a moment of silence in memory of Rotarian Dick Snyder, who passed away last Tuesday. Art
news was presented by Elaine Williams.

Visiting Rotarians:
Kevin McCarthy and Brent Larson, visiting Rotarians from Portage.

Guests:

Bob Kent introduced Marv Veltkamp. Peter Schma introduced John Schreuder and Jennifer Lang
introduced Gayane Gavin who introduced visitors from Armenia. Mark Pawlowski brought Dan Liehr,
and Judy Moore introduced Stewart Sandstrom. Drew Elliott introduced Ron Gustafson.

Music:
One of the two songs sung at this weeks meeting included the fight song for Notre Dame an oversight from
last week.


http://www.kalamazoorotary.org

Announcements:

Thell Woods will be holding a meeting Public Relations meeting next week. Please contact Thell for date
and time. Because Al Heilman was not at last weeks meeting, he was asked to purchase the photo that
was published in the Gazette. Drew Elliott paid a fine for having become a finalist in the Kalamazoo
Cooking Contest.

Program:
Judy Moore introduced CEO of the Michigan Chamber of Commerce Jim Barrett. Jim has been a part of

the Michigan Chamber since 1971 and became its CEO in 1976. He has a long history of
accomplishments including his addition to the Chamber Executives Hall of Fame.

Jim began the program by recognizing several Kalamazoo Rotarians for their leadership contribution over
the years to the Michigan Chamber of Commerce.

Despite all the bad news you hear about the state of the economy, there are some positive things going on
in the State. Jim and his family have made a commitment to stay in Michigan because there are so many
other things that are positive. In the State of Michigan, there are over 20 billion dollars in foundation
money both in private and public foundations. Of that, 1 billion is given away annually.

The Kalamazoo Promise sends a strong message about the determination of communities to develop an
educated workforce. Education is key to most jobs and we need to do a better job at educating our young.
With fewer students going on to college other communities are looking to Kalamazoo as a model for
increasing college bound youths.

Michigan needs more diversification in its industry. We rely too heavily on the auto industry.
Manufacturers are making strides in productivity but we need to be prepared for more out flow of jobs
dues to the high cost of doing business in Michigan. Jim emphasized that the Single Business Tax has
been a real problem. State Government realizing the need to do away with the law, is finally repealing it
by December 2007. The biggest job ahead of us is to find an equitable and fair replacement. Other issues
that will need to be addressed in Michigan are the high cost of Healthcare and the quality of education.
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MAKE UP AT NEARBY ROTARY CLUBS:
Monday - Allegan, Battle Creek, Marcellus,
Otsego, St. Joseph-Benton
Harbor
Constantine, Jackson Breakfast,
Kalamazoo Sunrise, Marshall,
South Haven
Climax, Jackson, Parchment,
Portage, Vicksburg
Cereal City Sunrise, Delton, Gull
Lake, Paw Paw, Plainwell,
Portage A.M., Three Rivers
Lansing, Oshtemo, Otsego

Tuesday -

Wednesday -

Thursday -

Friday -

Meeting times and places listed on page 6 of Roster.

THEME FOR YEAR 2006-2007
"Lead the Way”
William B. Boyd, President
Rotary International, 2006-2007
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