
   Kalamazoo Rotary News   
Monday, May 1 and 8, 2006 Edited by Mary McCormick and Sandy Bliesener

Upcoming Programs:
May 19 NOTE: FRIDAY MEETING

DISTRICT CONFERENCE LUNCHEON-PLEASE REGISTER
May 22 Kalamazoo Valley Museum’s 125th Birthday! Presented by: R. Patrick Norris
May 29 MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY - no meeting

Rotary Monday, May 1, 2006:
President Randy Eberts opened the meeting with Rotarian Tom Little offering the day’s
Invocation.  No news from WKZO and no Arts News. 

Visiting Rotarians:
Kim Ferris, Paul Ballard and Betty Lee Ongley from the Portage Club, Jerry Kohel from the Gull Lake
Club, and Tonya Schuitmaker from Van Buren County.

Guests:
Bob Doud was a guest of Stacey Ridenour; Valerie Cunningham was a guest of Betty Lee Ongley; Tim
Lemanski was a guest of Jim Holtgrieve; Jim Muchmore was a guest of Therese Bullard; Deb Shields
was a guest of Bob Kent; and Jack Hoogendyk was a guest of Jim Kilway.

Songs:
John Dillworth and Jim Holtgrieve led the group in “Hail to the Victors” and a special rendition of
“Secret ‘Health Care’ Man” in honor of the day’s program by State Senator Tom George.

Announcements:
District Governor Gil O’Rourke, strongly encouraged Rotarians to take part in the district’s upcoming
conference May 19 and 20 at the Radisson Plaza Hotel in Kalamazoo.  The theme of this year’s conference
is “Vital Communities”.  O’Rourke thanked PDG, PP Karl Sandelin, the Kalamazoo Community
Foundation and the Gilmore Foundation for their contributions to this year’s conference.  PDG, PP Karl
also encouraged Rotarians to register for the conference.

President Elect Drew Elliott, reminded Rotarians to turn in their committee preference forms to Sue
Esman as soon as possible.  Jim Bridenstine was back from a brief “visit” to Bronson Hospital and
reported that the Rotary Group Study Exchange is happening very soon.  If you receive a call from Jim to
help entertain our visitors, please say yes!

Mike Williams presented a Rotary Club banner to President Randy from the Huatulco, Mexico club after
having distributed 150 wheelchairs as part of our club’s wheelchair service project.  Mike shared a few
comments on the experience and will make a full report to the club at a future meeting.

Program:
Jim Kilway introduced the day’s speaker, State Senator Tom George and the title of his talk, “Unhealthy
Behavior of Michigan Citizens in Making Our Economy Sick”.  A U of M grad, George was born and
raised in Flint before leaving for Ann Arbor and eventually specialized his medical career in the field of

anesthesiology.  George has held leadership positions in organizations ranging from Hospice to the State
Historical Society prior to being elected to the state senate from the 20th district in 2002.

The senator opened his remarks with a pitch to Rotarians to attend the upcoming celebration August 27th at
Bronson Park to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s visit to Kalamazoo and his
only visit to the state.  A Civil War era band concert will be held, a Lincoln impersonator will re-enact the
former president’s speech and Governor Granholm will re-dedicate the marker commemorating the event
in Bronson Park.

On the topic of unhealthy behavior, George concentrated his remarks on the belief that the root of
Michigan’s economic problem is its high cost of health care.  The senator shared several statistics with
Rotarians that illustrated the dramatic increase in health care costs, their impact on employers and the
impact on education at both the K-12 and higher education levels in the State of Michigan.  

According to the senator, our costs for health care are up due to utilization.  25-30% of health care costs in
the state are related to unhealthy behaviors.  George criticized insurance plans that do nothing to provide
incentives to individuals to take better care of themselves.   He said that only self-insured companies can
control incentives to their employees.  George cited several examples of self-insured companies that are
taking positive steps to reward employees for leading healthy lifestyles. In contrast, the senator referred to
Michigan legislation that currently restricts what companies operating in group plans can use as incentives
for healthy behaviors.  George is working to change such limitations so that companies can provide
incentives to individuals and exhibit more influence over their own health care costs.

Rotary Monday, May 8, 2006:
President Randy opened the meeting and Mark Rutenbar gave the invocation.  WKZO will not have a
newsperson available on Mondays for about a month, so we were once again without news and a joke. 
Kathleen Tosco reported the week’s Art News.

Visiting Rotarians: 
Kevin McPherson from the Portage A.M. club, and Dick Weaver from Santa Fe Springs, California.

Guests:
Betty Mason, Jim Hilboldt, Margaret Holtschlag, John Mason, and Mark Mason were guests of PP Jerry
Mason; Andy Hopkins was PP Jack Hopkins’ guest; Marjorie Tower, Chris Tower and Lori beard were
guests of PP Bob Tower; Sara Hawkins was a guest of John Dillworth; Kimberly Crider was a guest of
Judy Moore; Lisa Bartill was a guest of Drew Elliott; Sam Hudson was a guest of Dan Johns; and
Melisa Montague and Jennifer Wright were guests of Barb Walters. 

Songs:
John Dillworth and Jerry Lord led Rotarians in a slightly discordant version of “My Old Kentucky
Home” in honor of Saturday’s Kentucky Derby.

Special Presentations:
Lori Beard, daughter of Marjorie and PP Bob Tower, was recognized as a Paul Harris Fellow.  This was a
very special tribute, as all of the money raised went to Polio Plus in memory of Lori’s grandmother who
contracted polio.  Lori went on to thank Rotarians for all of their support when her mother got meningitis
six years ago.  She spent many months at Bronson Hospital, and it was their Rotarian visitors – especially
Al “the Candy Man” Heilman – who kept the family’s spirits up during that trying time.  Lori also
recognized PP Jack Hopkins and his wife Andy for their friendship.  PP Bob Tower’s attendance at our
meetings is made possible by Andy’s willingness to stay with Marjorie while he is gone.



Barbara Walters introduced our current Group Study Exchange members who, with Barb as their Rotary
guide, will be heading to Belize, Guatemala and Honduras for one month on May 22nd.  Heather Russell is
a fourth grade teacher at the Lincoln School for International Studies.  She teaches in both English and
Spanish, and hopes to both improve her Spanish and learn more of the Central American culture.  Jennifer
Wright coordinates staff that conduct Kalamazoo Nature Center Environmental Education on-site
programming.  Matt Bourbina is a French and Spanish teacher at Kalamazoo Central High School.  He too
hopes to learn more of the language and culture.  Melisa Montague is a computer technician at Bronson
and a student at WMU.  She is interested in the use of technology in these countries. 

Announcements:
There is a Fireside Chat this Wednesday, May 10 at the Park Club from 7:00-8pm.  
Please fill out the committee preference forms that are on each table.  
Next week is the District Conference at the Radisson – no Monday meeting, but please sign up for and
attend Friday’s lunch.
Volunteers are needed to house our Group Study Exchange visitors from Belize.

Rotary Program: 
PP Jerry Mason introduced his nephew Steve Mariotti, who was running a successful import-export
business in New York City until 1981, when he was mugged and beaten for the $10.00 in his pocket.  The
experience left him shaken to the point that he changed careers and started teaching in one of the toughest
schools in the city.  He found that holding student’s interest was difficult at best, but that many latched on
to the stories he told about running his business.  In 1988 he founded the National Foundation for Teaching
Entrepreneurship to help high schools teach business skills to low income minority adolescents.  To date,
more than 120,000 students have been involved with the program, and through it have become aware that
other skills such as reading and math are important in running a successful business.

KALAMAZOO ROTARY CLUB
MAKE-UP LIST, May 8, 2006

ALLEGAN, MI: Rebecca Pierce
BATLE CREEK, MI: Lorence Wenke
CHARLOTTE, MI: Karl Sandelin
CLIMAX, MI.: Rick Briscoe, Lorence Wenke
EDITARIAN: Sandy Bliesener, Mary McCormick
GALESBURG, MI: Don Gilmer
GULL LAKE AREA: Dave Boutell, Don Gilmer, Lorence Wenke
MANAGUA: Ed Sackley
MARCO IS. SUN.: Dave Boutell
OSHTEMO, MI: Bob Boughner, Penny Butler (2), Howard Dooley, Don Gilmer, Ralph Jarl, Cecil

Kerr, Anna Reddy, Bill Rose, Jeff Ross, Becky Smith, Matt Trottier
PARCHMENT, MI: Bob Britigan, Howard Dooley, Tom Hoekstra (2), Ed Sackley, Carl Walker
PAW PAW, MI: Greta Williams
PORTAGE A.M., MI: Rebecca Pierce
PORTAGE, MI: Drew Elliott, Rebecca Pierce
SINGER ISLAND, FL: Bob Britigan
S. MANATEE, FL: Cecil Kerr (2)
STRIVE - 04/28/06: Jerry Albertson, Mary Jo Asmus, Bob Brown, Jr., Jill Eldred, Margie Hojara-Hadsell,

Brian Kaufman, Glen Kellam, Jennifer Lang, Tony McDonald, Ed Sackley 
STRIVE - 05/02/06: Mary Jo Asmus, Bob Brown, Jr.,  Brian Kaufman, Glen Kellam, Jennifer Lang, Barb

Miller
STRIVE - 05/05/06: Jerry Albertson, Mary Jo Asmus, Bob Brown, Jr., Glen Kellam, Jennifer Lang, Tony

McDonnell, Barb Miller
VICKSBURG, MI: Karl Sandelin
??: Garrett Boersma, Bob Britigan

2005-2006
Officers and Directors

                                                                            
OFFICERS

RANDALL W. EBERTS President
DREW ELLIOTT President-Elect
JAMES A. BRIDENSTINE Secretary
ROBERT KENT Treasurer
MICHAEL COLLINS & 
  TIMOTHY A. STEWART Sergeants at Arms
                                                                            

DIRECTORS
(1 Year) (2 Years)

J. JOSEPH BROGGER II STEVEN R. BOSCH
JUDY MOORE GEOFFREY E. CLAPP
RACHEL PACKER AMY KRONE

Past President-TIMOTHY L. BROWN
                                                                            

The Kalamazoo Rotary News
JEANNE McGEORGE - Editor

                                                                            
CHAPLAIN

C. MARK RUTENBAR
                                                                            

Send All Rotary Correspondence and
Make-Up Cards to Administrative Secretary

SUSAN L. ESMAN
Kal. Rotary, P.O. Box 50251, Kalamazoo, MI 49005

665-7667
www.kalamazoorotary.org

                                                                                          
MAKE U P AT NEA RBY ROTA RY CLUBS:

Monday - Allegan, Battle Creek, Marcellus,
Otsego, St. Joseph-Benton
Harbor

Tuesday - Constantine, Galesburg, Jackson
Breakfast, Kalamazoo Sunrise,
Marshall, South Haven

Wednesday - Climax, Cereal City Sunrise,
Jackson, Parchment, Portage,
Vicksburg

Thursday - Delton, Gull Lake, Paw Paw,
Plainwell, Portage A.M., Three
Rivers

Friday - Lansing, Oshtemo

Meeting times and places listed on page 6 of Roster.                                                                                                    

THEME FOR YEAR 2005-2006
"Service Above Self”

Carl Wilhelm Stenhammar, President
Rotary International, 2005-2006
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